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There was a woman who took her little four year old little boy down to the ocean side and he wanted to play in the edge of the ocean for awhile so she takes a book to read, so she goes down and the little boy is out in the shallows playing around and all of a sudden she looks and she sees something dark in the water.  On closer examination she sees that it’s a shark.  So she jumps up without thinking of anything at all except she has to go into the water and so she runs into the water and somehow manages to get that shark by the tail and hauls him up on the bank and grabs a two by four and beats him to death.  Later when an interviewer asks her how in the world she did it, she said, “I just couldn’t help it.”  “I just couldn’t help it.”  I don’t know how the shark felt about all of that, he had met with allot of dangers out there in the ocean but he’d never met a mother’s love, or he had never met a mother’s love who just couldn’t help it.  Isn’t that a wonderful way to live?  

Wouldn’t that be wonderful if we could just adopt a whole style where we lived naturally?  That we did what we did because that’s the way we are, and we just can’t help it.  Now if I want to learn to live that way I’m going to have to first of all recognize that I am living with allot of unnaturalness.  Have you ever sort of been unnatural in your behavior and you felt stiff and a little bit up tight and just didn’t feel very comfortable?  I’ve noticed sometimes that when a person becomes religious that they’ll become sort of unnatural.  I was talking to a person not long ago and he said, “Landon I want to ask you something.”  And I said, “Well shoot.”  And he said, “well why is it sometimes when I talk to religious people that we can be having the most natural conversation until the subject of religion comes up then all of a sudden they get a different look on their face and they straighten up and they may adopt a different tone, and all of a sudden it becomes very uncomfortable and very unnatural.”  I said, “I don’t know, because I don’t know I understand what that is except that there is something that gets into to us that we’ve never found a way to incorporate naturally into our lives.”  And so it leaves us playing so often, let’s pretend.
 
Sometimes we’re a little embarrassed, sometimes we feel a little bit intimidated but we just don’t know somehow all being religious is supposed to be is being a real human being. It’s not supposed to make us unnatural.  It’s supposed to bring out a naturalness that has not been there before.  And so instead of making us feel uncomfortable, it ought to make us feel more comfortable.  Instead of making us less friends with others, it ought to make us more friendly with others and that when I adopt that really natural way then all of a sudden I recognize that really all I have done is I have gotten rid of some things in my nature that really shouldn’t have been there and I have began to replace them with some new qualities that really are supposed to be there.  So that I am not becoming less human, but that I am becoming more human.  I am not becoming less personal, I am becoming more personal.  That being a disciple really means learning how to really live as a human being in this world, that’s what it’s all about. 
In Mathew Twenty-five there is a scene that is a very important scene because it’s a final scene.  It’s a judgment scene.  And there are all the people’s who have lived, and there divided up, the good ones are placed on the right, and the bad ones are placed on the left and they are actually called sheep’s and goats. The sheep on the right hand and the goats are put on the left.  Then he said the ones on the left hand, “depart from me, I don’t know you and you can’t come in where we are.”  Why?  “Well, I was hungry and you know what?  You didn’t feed me, and I was thirsty and you didn’t give me anything to drink, and I was naked and you didn’t cloth me, I was a stranger and you didn’t take me in, I was sick and you didn’t come to me, I was in prison and you didn’t visit me.”  Their response was, “When did we do that? We would never have done that.  You must have made some mistake.  You can’t be describing us.  Why sir, we would have done that for you  anytime, at any place and under any circumstance, surely you don’t mean?”  “Yes, I mean you, because when you didn’t do it to one of the least of these, you missed me.”  Is that what that meant?  Loving our neighbors as ourselves?  Is that what that meant?  Yes!  It was emphasized over and over and over again.  Then he turned to those on his right and said, “You can come.”  Why?  I was hungry and you know what?  You feed me every time, and I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, and I was sick and you visited me and I was in prison and you came to me and I was a stranger and you took me in, and I was naked and you clothed me.  You can come.”  Their response was, isn’t it a surprising response?  They raised the same question the other group raised.  The other group when they heard they can’t come said, “Lord, when did we see you like that?”  And now this group who is being received says, “When did we see you that way?  When did we see you hungry?  And thirsty?  And a stranger and sick, when did we see you?”  And he said “When you did it to one of the least of these, you did it to me.”  So that’s what that meant.  Isn’t that a beautiful response?   Now, wouldn’t you say that those on the right hand were acting naturally?  They were acting so naturally that it was unthinkable for them not to feed a hungry person, or to give a thirsty person something to drink.  That would have been an unthinkable kind of behavior.  That would have been an alien behavior to them because they had learned to think of themselves as this way, this is just the way they are.  And when that’s the way you are, then you can act naturally and you don’t have to think now, should I do this one, or should I do this one, just, you can act.  That is a very natural kind of action. 
Now, what is at the heart of that whole scene?  One word.  And that one word is compassion.  The one group was not a compassionate group.  They were not compassionate toward their neighbors.  The other group was a compassionate group and that made the difference in the final analysis. The more that has come home to me the more I have decided that I would rather make any mistake in this world than the mistake of not being compassionate.  I would rather do anything in the world more than I would want to mistreat a fellow human being.  There are so many people in the world who hurt people.  They go thru the world hurting people; they go thru their work days hurting people.  There are enough people out there hurting folks, don’t you want to be one of those people who will act more naturally and not hurt, but to help, and encourage, and to do it without being so conscious of it, without having to announce it, without having to say, “Now I’m doing this because I’m a religious person.”   Wouldn’t it be better if you just did it because you’ve learned how to live and to love your neighbor in a completely new and different way.  Isn’t that the greatest and profound statement you could ever make?  You see, I think it is, don’t you?  There is not a better way in the whole world to live than that way.  Just doing what you do because that’s the way you are. And that’s what that group had done.  They had learned to live in a way that comes right out of the heart of their God.  And so that’s just the way that they are.  Isn’t that beautiful?  Just the way you are.  

Now what is the difference?  The difference in the two groups is compassion.   Now what is compassion?  I’m going to give you a definition I think you can remember.  Compassion is the ability to get all shook up inside.  That when you see someone who is in need you get all shook up inside.  The word even comes from a word that included bowls and kidneys and all the vital organs of the body.  When you’re very excited where do you feel it?  Don’t you feel it down here?  When you very sorrowful where do you feel it?  You feel it here.  That’s what compassion is. It is seeing a person who is in need and you get all shook up inside and then you moved to act.  Now, that’s what this group on the right had done.  And that’s what made the difference between them and the other group.  It is the ability to feel, o be sensitive, to be concerned to care, it is the ability to be all shook up on the inside over what’s going on around you.  You know when life really gets good?  What happens?  He said that you will give a cup of cold water to one of these little ones and he says you will have, that act has its own reward.  You see the other person you give the cup of cold water.  They don’t have to fall down in gratitude.  They don’t have to say “Oh thank you, thank you, you are such a marvelous person, you must be sent from god.”  They don’t have to say that.  They don’t have to say anything.  Now again, you give that cup of cold water why?  Because you say, “I just couldn’t help it.  That’s the way I am.”  And you feed that hungry person because you just couldn’t help it, that’s just the way you are.  Now that’s behavior that’s coming so beautifully and naturally that you don’t have to think and scheme and plan and go thru all of that.  And there’s a much better and it’s a much more decent way to live.  Otherwise what you’ll find yourself doing is trying to manipulate the other person so that they will give the response that you’re really looking for.  And that’s what manipulation is. Manipulation is looking and working in another person’s life in such a way that you get the desired effect from them.  And it comes in such subtle ways.  

 In the last several years bussing has been a really big thing in the religious world.  Now why do we haul people on busses?   Well, we go out and we haul in all these little children.  We bring them in. Why?   A few people say, “Well, we bring in these children because we really want to get to their parents.”  Now watch this, we bring in the children because we really have another target.  We want to get to their parents.  Now if after awhile you don’t get to their parents, then what do you do?   You sell you bus, and the little children?  The bus doesn’t come anymore.  Now no one told the little children “listen, we weren’t really coming for you.  We were only coming to get you in hopes of getting your parents.  But we weren’t able to get your parents so guess what?  We’re not going to come get you anymore.”  Isn’t it alright to do good simply out of the need to do good, and to do good for its own sake?  Do you need another reason to love little children?  And will you penalize a little child because of what the parent will or will not do?  No wonder sometimes the religious world finds itself in so much trouble it is because that the spirit of self interest has bored it’s way right into the heart of the religious sector of our society and has sucked it’s very life out.  It has become such an unnatural thing.  And it sometimes borders on the obscene.  It’s alright to say that isn’t it?  We have to say it.  It must be said.  We cannot be honest and genuine and authentic people in this world if we don’t dare to say that.  If we don’t say it, and we listen and we won’t react, and we won’t become defensive then we can make whatever adjustments we need to make.  And do you know the only ones who are defensive and reactionary about the things I just said are those who are guilty.  The innocent ones are aware of the dangers, the encroaching dangers that can happen and so they are pleased that the warning is being sounded.   The one’s who react, the ones who are defensive, the ones who are angry and have become hostile; they are the ones who are most guilty.  We do what we do because it’s the way we are, and we expect no reward, we expect nothing in return.   And when we live, and act, and behave those naturally then things become so different.  There so different.  
There was a little baby tiger, a little orphaned tiger that was found by a family of goats and that family of goats begin to raise this little orphaned tiger.  And they took the little thing to eat grass, and would make these little pitiful bleating sounds.  And one day a big old tiger came upon the scene, and the goats saw that big tiger and it just scared them and they took off in every direction, and the little tiger had this strange feeling of sensation that came over him.  Something slightly, faintly familiar that he couldn’t quite figure out what it was.  And the big ole tiger came along and took the tiger down to the edge of the water and showed him his reflection in the water.  And it helped a little but still the little tiger didn’t quite know who he was, and then the big one killed an antelope and gave him a piece of raw meat.  And the little tiger began to eat that piece of raw meat and as he began to eat it, his tail began to wag, and as the tail began to wag his eyes got brighter and suddenly he threw up his head and let out a mighty roar that filled the whole forest.  He finally came to know who he was.  When you get that right stuff on the inside of a tiger then he knows who he is, and when you get the right things on the inside of a human being it is then that they become finely tuned and they are able to act and to be the kind of person that they are really designed and meant to be.  
On time ten lepers came on and Jesus saw them, and he looked at them and was moved with compassion, got all shook up inside and reached out and healed all ten of them and they left.  After awhile one of them came back and said thanks.  Now what about the nine?  Jesus wasn’t upset because the nine didn’t come back.  He was upset only because in their ingratitude they missed an opportunity for growth.  It was their loss.  He did what he did because that’s the way he is.  When he sees the lepers, what’s he do?  He cleanses them.  There was only one that was grateful, and did you notice that Jesus didn’t say “well my, I’ve messed up my whole program, this thing isn’t working.  I mean I healed ten lepers and only one of them came back and said thanks that’s only ten per-cent.  I have to get a new strategy, have to get a new methodology.  Don’t even have the names of those other nine on a card.”  Strange thing?  No.  He would have done that and gone on doing it, why?  Because that’s just the way he is. Now that’s what we have to learn today.  

Several years ago I was visiting in the country of Zambia Africa and I met a man named Bodious, he was one of the most exciting people I think I’ve ever met.  While I was there I learned of how he became a Christian, and then how he became the kind of person that he had such a dramatic impact on his community.  Because he was widely recognized and widely know, and widely loved throughout that community.  And the story went like this.  He had gone into his first village where he wanted to begin sharing with others what had happened to him.  One of the first people he met was a leper.  He was passing by this little hut, looked on the inside and there was a little leper that had been banished from the village.  And to appreciate this you would have to know how frightening a disease lepercy really is. Bodious paused by the door and finally decided that he had to overcome all the fears that he had, and he had to go in and help the man.  He just couldn’t help it.  The sight of him got him all shook up inside, and he went in and he picked the man up, cradled him in his arms and loved him, washed, bathed him, prepared a hot meal, and he would go back, day after day and care for him.  The village watched in wonder.  They had never seen anyone do that.  They had never seen that kind of courage and yet that kind of joy.  After awhile the leper became a Christian.  Bodious as he was meeting his needs was instructing and teaching and the man’s whole life was changed after he had become a Christian he said to Bodious, “now you’re my brother and I’d like to make a request of you.  I’m ready to die.  I’m of no value here.  You can see the condition I’m in.  Would you pray that I would die?”  Bodious said, “I have prayed for people to live, but I have never prayed for one to die.”  But he looked at him and again he was all shook up inside, and he knelt and prayed that he would die.  He left late that evening came back the next morning and looked inside.  And there the leper was.  Sometime during the night he had died.  Bodious was the kind of man who acted naturally.  He did what he did because he just couldn’t help it.  How can you get that kind of quality in your life?  Well, you don’t have it unless you can’t help it.    
